
784

FATALITY IN LITHOTOMY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Having lately seen an account

stating that M. Vicenzo di Kern, Surgeon
to the Emperor of Austria, has operated
334 times in lithotomy, and with such suc-
cess, that only thirty-one individuals sunk
under the operation, and Sir James Scarlett*
having stated in the case of Cooper v.

’Wakley, that the average number of failures
in England was two out of every fifteen
cases, I beg to state that the late Professor
Dease, of Dublin, has performed the opera-
tion above one hundred times, and never
failed in a single instance. This fact is well
known to all the surgical faculty of Dublin.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

MEDICUS.

MEDICAL ASSISTANTS.

To t7!8 Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Erewhile you had writers who ad-
vocated the cause of medical assistants, but
they, alas! have retired into the sliades,
wanting principle, spirit, and energy, to

enable them to prosecute a slightly acduous
task. It is much cause of regret, that such
writers sprang forth; for, having but all

ephemeral existence, they served only to

strengthen the hands of those who moiiopo-
lise the profits of what is called " a liberal
profession." Medical assistants, hereabouts,
are nearly on a par with journeymen tailors,
having, for their salary, 30l. to 351. per
annum, whilst they are worth 7 or 8001. a

year to their employers. I know of some
assistants in this neighbourhood, whose

earnings for their employers are from 7 to
8001. a year, and yet their employers have
the audacity, the baseness, and meanness,
to offer them 30l. each for their services.
This is downright oppression, Sir, and we
earnestly ask what are we to do ? We long
for your speedy success in the cause of
medical reform, we laud your endeavours,
and acknowledge our obligations to you.
If I were not trespassing upon your pages, I
would say more, but 1 know the.value of

your columns, and tiaerefore lay aside my
pen, after having merely called your atten-

- * Our correspondent should recollect
that Sir James Scarlett’s calculation referred
to the fatality in the practice of a " Nevey’s
surgery" at Guy’s Hospital; and we think
the worthy knight was rather under than
over the mark. Mr. Lawrence has lost but
two patients out of fifty, and Mr. Green
has been nearly as successful.&mdash;ED. L.

tion to the subject, hoping, nevettheless,
that my humble statement may rouse the

f energies of some of my fellows, with whom
I will gladly co-operate, for the purpose ofraising to a more worthy and respectable
grade, that persecuted but useful class of

beings, the English medical assistants.
I am, Sir,

Your humble servant,
A MEDICAL ASSISTANT, AND CONSTANT

READIR.
The Potteries, Feb. 27, 1829.

We continue to receive a great number
of letters on the distressed and degraded
condition of Medical Assistants. The writers

all complain bitterly of the wretched man-
ner in which their services are rewarded ;
but no adequate remedy for this evil (for it
is an evil, and a very great one,) has, so far

as we can perceive, been yet suggested.
The subject is one of great difficulty ; and,
for ourselves, we know not how to treat it, so
as either to do justice, or to give satisfaction.
The supply evidently exceeds the demand.

A correspondent, (" Disciple of &AElig;scula-

pius,") suggests that Medical Assistants

should hold a public meeting, in order that

their grievances may be fairly and fully dis-
cussed.

SUBSTITUTE FOR HOPS.

L.TOWNE.

Tc the Edito), ,!fTHE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In THE LANCET, No. 287, (Feb. 28,
1829,) it is stated that Mr. Yosy made a
communication to the Medico-Botanical

Society, respecting the use of the common
buck-bean, or marsh trefoil, as a substitute
for hops, and for which they presented him
with their silver medal. I can attest as to
its proving an excellent succedaneum in

this respect ; for, about the year 1820,
wlaen hops were at an exceedingiy high
price, I prepared a considerable quantity of
extract frc:m the plant, of which I sold a

great deal.
If I be correct in my remembrance, a

small pill box full, containing nearly two
drachms, was considered equal to one pound
of hops. What tends, in some degree, to
establish the approval of the articie in the
process of brewing is, that they were pri-
vate householders only who purchased it.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

L. TOWNE.
March 10, 1829.


